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1.  Question: What is the minimum size dry vent allowed under slab?  2 inch?  

Answer: If it is a dry vent, we can find no minimum size other than half of the drain served.  There are 

provisions in Chap 7 that requires a minimum 2 inch drain underground.  

 

2.  Question: Does the main shut off on an upfit need to be accessible without the use of the ladder?  

Answer: Only if the main shut off for the building is not readily accessible.  

 

3.  Question: Can Fernco couplings be used underground?  

Answer: Yes, if they conform to the ASTM C 1173 standard, they are approved for underground use.  

Section 705.2.1 NCPC only allows them for underground use, unless otherwise approved.  The pipe 

needs to be bedded properly and most of the time the Fernco installation instructions will require a 

head test on the connection.  

 

4.  Question: Can a 15 inch building drain tie into a private manhole and then have a 8 inch sewer from 

the private manhole to the county tap?  

Answer: Unless this is a NCDENR project, the sewer needs to be sized per Table 710.1(1) NCPC.  

 

5.  Question: I have 2 floor drains, individually vented, that were 3 inch on the plans, but the owner 

decided they wanted 4 inch.  We were given the ok from the inspector, but then we were turned down 

because of the 1.5 inch vents.  The inspector is stating since the floor drains were changed to 4 inch, the 

vents need to be a minimum of 2 inch.  Is this correct? The 1.5 inch vents were approved on the plans.  

Answer: Section 916.1 NCPC requires stack vents and vent stacks to be sized in accordance with Table 

916.1, but in no case be less than one-half of the drain served.  Since the floor drains were increased in 

size, the vents should have been increased as well.  
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916.1 Size of stack vents and vent stacks. The minimum required diameter of stack vents and vent stacks 

shall be determined from the developed length and the total of drainage fixture units connected thereto 

in accordance with Table 916.1, but in no case shall the diameter be less than one-half the diameter of 

the drain served or less than 11/4 inches (32 mm). 


